Alabama Relocation Statutes

Ala. Code § 30-3-165. Notice requirement

(a) When a notice is required by either Section 30-3-163 or Section 30-3-164, except as provided
by Section 30-3-167, the notice of a proposed change of principal residence of a child or the notice
of an intended or proposed change of the principal residence of an adult as provided in this article
must be given by certified mail to the last known address of the person or persons entitled to
notification under this article not later than the 45th day before the date of the intended change of
the principal residence of a child or the 10th day after the date such information required to be
furnished by subsection (b) becomes known, if the person did not know and could not reasonably
have known the information in sufficient time to comply with the 45-day notice, and it is not
reasonably possible to extend the time for change of principal residence of the child.

(b) Except as provided by Section 30-3-167, all of the following information, if available, must
be included with the notice of intended change of principal residence of a child:

(1) The intended new residence, including the specific street address, if known.
(2) The mailing address, if not the same as the street address.
(3) The telephone number or numbers at such residence, if known.

(4) If applicable, the name, address, and telephone number of the school to be attended by the
child, if known.

(5) The date of the intended change of principal residence of a child.

(6) A statement of the specific reasons for the proposed change of principal residence of a
child, if applicable.

(7) A proposal for a revised schedule of custody of or visitation with a child, if any.

(8) A warning to the non-relocating person that an objection to the relocation must be made
within 30 days of receipt of the notice or the relocation will be permitted.

(c) A person entitled to custody of a child who is on active military service in the Armed Forces
of the United States of America and is being transferred or relocated pursuant to a non-voluntary
order of the government shall provide notice of change of principal residence of a child to the
persons entitled to custody of or visitation with a child with the information set forth in subsection
(b) except that such notice need not contain a warning to the non-relocating person as provided in
subdivision (8) of subsection (b) that an objection to the relocation must be made within 30 days or
the relocation will be permitted.

(d) A person required to give notice of a proposed change of principal residence of a child under
this section has a continuing duty to provide the information required by this section as that
information becomes known. Such information should be provided by certified mail to the last
known address to the person or persons entitled to such notice within 10 days of the date such
information becomes known.



Ala. Code § 30-3-167. Exceptions

(a) In order to protect the identifying information of persons at risk from the effects of domestic
violence or abuse, on a finding by the court that the health, safety, or liberty of a person or a child
would be unreasonably put at risk by the disclosure of the identifying information required by
Section 30-3-163 or Section 30-3-164 in conjunction with a proposed change of principal residence
of a child or change of principal residence of a person having custody of or rights of visitation with
a child, the court may order any or all of the following:

(1) The specific residence address and telephone number of a child or the person having
custody of or rights of visitation with a child and other identifying information shall not be disclosed
in the pleadings, other documents filed in the proceeding, or in any order issued by the court, except
for in camera disclosures.

(2) The notice requirements provided by this article may be waived to the extent necessary to
protect confidentiality and the health, safety, or liberty of a person or a child.

(3) Any other remedial action that the court considers necessary to facilitate the legitimate
needs of the parties and the interests of the child.

(b) If appropriate, the court may conduct an ex parte hearing under subsection (a). Issuance of a
final order of protection under Sections 30-5-1 to 30-5-11, inclusive; a conviction for domestic
violence pursuant to Sections 13A-6-130 to 13A-6-135, inclusive; or an award of custody of the
child pursuant to Sections 30-3-131 to 30-3-135, inclusive, shall be considered prima facie evidence
that the health, safety, or liberty of a person or a child would be unreasonably put at risk by the
disclosure of identifying information or by compliance with the notice requirements of this article.

Ala. Code § 30-3-168. Failure to provide notice

(a) Except as provided in Section 30-3-167, if a person required to give notice as required by
Section 30-3-163 or Section 30-3-164 shall fail to provide the notice or the information required by
subsection (b) of Section 30-3-165, the court shall consider the failure to provide such notice or
information as a factor in making its determination regarding the change of principal residence of a
child; a factor in determining whether custody or visitation should be modified; a factor for ordering
the return of the child to the former residence of the child if the change of principal residence of a
child has taken place without notice; a factor meriting a deviation from the child support guidelines;
a factor in awarding increased transportation and communication expenses with the child; and a
factor in considering whether the person seeking to change the principal residence of a child may be
ordered to pay reasonable costs and attorney's fees incurred by the person objecting to the change.

(b) Additionally, the court may make a finding of contempt of court if a party willfully and
intentionally violates the notice requirement of an order issued by any court pursuant to Section 30-
3-166 and may impose the sanctions authorized by law or rule of court for disobedience of a court
order.



Ala. Code § 30-3-169. Change of residence

The person entitled to determine the principal residence of a child may change the principal
residence of a child after providing notice as provided herein unless a person entitled to notice files
a proceeding seeking a temporary or permanent order to prevent the change of principal residence of
a child within 30 days after receipt of such notice.



