
PLEASE CHECK STATE CASE LAW AS STANDARDS FOR RELOCATION MAY BE FOUND IN CASE LAW. 
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§ 3024. Notice to other parent of change of residence of child 
 

In making an order for custody, if the court does not consider it inappropriate, the court may specify that a 

parent shall notify the other parent if the parent plans to change the residence of the child for more than 30 

days, unless there is prior written agreement to the removal. The notice shall be given before the 

contemplated move, by mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, to the last known address of the 

parent to be notified. A copy of the notice shall also be sent to that parent’s counsel of record. To the extent 

feasible, the notice shall be provided within a minimum of 45 days before the proposed change of residence 

so as to allow time for mediation of a new agreement concerning custody. This section does not affect orders 

made before January 1, 1989. 
 
 

§ 3046. Absence or relocation as custody or visitation factor 
 

(a) If a party is absent or relocates from the family residence, the court shall not consider the absence or 

relocation as a factor in determining custody or visitation in either of the following circumstances: 

(1) The absence or relocation is of short duration and the court finds that, during the period of absence or 

relocation, the party has demonstrated an interest in maintaining custody or visitation, the party 

maintains, or makes reasonable efforts to maintain, regular contact with the child, and the party’s 

behavior demonstrates no intent to abandon the child. 

(2) The party is absent or relocates because of an act or acts of actual or threatened domestic or family 

violence by the other party. 

(b) The court may consider attempts by one party to interfere with the other party’s regular contact with the child 

in determining if the party has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (a). 

(c) This section does not apply to either of the following: 

(1) A party against whom a protective or restraining order has been issued excluding the party from the 

dwelling of the other party or the child, or otherwise enjoining the party from assault or harassment 

against the other party or the child, including, but not limited to, orders issued under Part 4 (commencing 

with Section 6300) of Division 10, orders preventing civil harassment or workplace violence issued 

pursuant to Section 527.6 or 527.8 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and criminal protective orders issued 

pursuant to Section 136.2 of the Penal Code. 

(2) A party who abandons a child as provided in Section 7822. 
 
 

§ 7501. Parent’s right to determine residence of child 
 

(a) A parent entitled to the custody of a child has a right to change the residence of the child, subject to the 

power of the court to restrain a removal that would prejudice the rights or welfare of the child. 

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to affirm the decision in In re Marriage of Burgess (1996) 13 Cal.4th 25, and 

to declare that ruling to be the public policy and law of this state. 


