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Rule 4.4.  Service upon persons in actions for acts done in this state or having an effect in this 
state.

   (A) Acts serving as a basis for jurisdiction. Any person or organization that is a nonresident of this 
state, a resident of this state who has left the state, or a person whose residence is unknown, submits 
to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state as to any action arising from the following acts 
committed by him or her or his or her agent

(1) Doing any business in this state;

(2) Causing personal injury or property damage by an act or omission done within this state;

(3) Causing personal injury or property damage in this state by an occurrence, act or omission 
done outside this state if he regularly does or solicits business or engages in any other persistent 
course of conduct, or derives substantial revenue or benefit from goods, materials, or services used, 
consumed, or rendered in this state;

(4) Having supplied or contracted to supply services rendered or to be rendered or goods or 
materials furnished or to be furnished in this state;

(5) Owning, using, or possessing any real property or an interest in real property within this 
state;

(6) Contracting to insure or act as surety for or on behalf of any person, property or risk located 
within this state at the time the contract was made;

(7) Living in the marital relationship within the state notwithstanding subsequent departure from 
the state, as to all obligations for alimony, custody, child support, or property settlement, if the other 
party to the marital relationship continues to reside in the state; or

(8) Abusing, harassing, or disturbing the peace of, or violating a protective or restraining order 
for the protection of, any person within the state by an act or omission done in this state, or outside 
this state if the act or omission is part of a continuing course of conduct having an effect in this 
state. In addition, a court of this state may exercise jurisdiction on any basis not inconsistent with 
the Constitutions of this state or the United States.

(B) Manner of service. A person subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state under this 
rule may be served with summons:

(1) As provided by Rules 4.1 (service on individuals), 4.5 (service upon resident who cannot be 
found or served within the state), 4.6 (service upon organizations), 4.9 (in rem actions); or

(2) The person shall be deemed to have appointed the secretary of state as his agent upon whom 
service of summons may be made as provided in Rule 4.10.

(C) More convenient forum. Jurisdiction under this rule is subject to the power of the court to 
order the litigation to be held elsewhere under such reasonable conditions as the court in its 
discretion may determine to be just.



In the exercise of that discretion the court may appropriately consider such factors as:

(1) Amenability to personal jurisdiction in this state and in any alternative forum of the parties 
to the action;

(2) Convenience to the parties and witnesses of the trial in this state in any alternative forum;

(3) Differences in conflict of law rules applicable in this state and in the alternative forum; or

(4) Any other factors having substantial bearing upon the selection of a convenient, reasonable 
and fair place of trial.

(D) Forum non conveniens -- Stay or dismissal. No stay or dismissal shall be granted due to a 
finding of forum non conveniens until all properly joined defendants file with the clerk of the court 
a written stipulation that each defendant will:

(1) Submit to the personal jurisdiction of the courts of the other forum; and

(2) Waive any defense based on the statute of limitations applicable in the other forum with 
respect to all causes of action brought by a party to which this subsection applies.

(E) Order on forum non conveniens -- Modification. The court may, on motion and notice to the 
parties, modify an order granting a stay or dismissal under this subsection and take any further 
action in the proceeding as the interests of justice may require. If the moving party violates a 
stipulation required by subsection (D), the court shall withdraw the order staying or dismissing the 
action and proceed as if the order had never been issued. Notwithstanding any other law, the court 
shall have continuing jurisdiction for the purposes of this subsection.


