Utah Relocation Statutes

Utah Code Ann. § 30-3-10.3. Terms of joint legal custody order

(1) Unless the court orders otherwise, before a final order of joint legal custody is entered both
parties shall attend the mandatory course for divorcing parents, as provided in Section 30-3-11.3,
and present a certificate of completion from the course to the court.

(2) An order of joint legal custody shall provide terms the court determines appropriate, which
may include specifying:
(a) either the county of residence of the child, until altered by further order of the court, or the
custodian who has the sole legal right to determine the residence of the child;

(b) that the parents shall exchange information concerning the health, education, and welfare
of the child, and where possible, confer before making decisions concerning any of these areas;

(c) the rights and duties of each parent regarding the child's present and future physical care,
support, and education;

(d) provisions to minimize disruption of the child's attendance at school and other activities,
his daily routine, and his association with friends; and

(e) as necessary, the remaining parental rights, privileges, duties, and powers to be exercised
by the parents solely, concurrently, or jointly.

(3) The court shall, where possible, include in the order the terms of the parenting plan provided
in accordance with Section 30-3-10.8.

(4) Any parental rights not specifically addressed by the court order may be exercised by the
parent having physical custody of the child the majority of the time.

(5) (a) The appointment of joint legal custodians does not impair or limit the authority of the
court to order support of the child, including payments by one custodian to the other.

(b) An order of joint legal custody, in itself, is not grounds for modifying a support order.

(c) The agreement shall contain a dispute resolution procedure the parties agree to use before
seeking enforcement or modification of the terms and conditions of the order of joint legal custody
through litigation, except in emergency situations requiring ex parte orders to protect the child.

Utah Code Ann. § 30-3-37. Relocation

(1) When either parent decides to move from the state of Utah or 150 miles or more from the
residence specified in the court's decree, that parent shall provide if possible 60 days advance
written notice of the intended relocation to the other parent. The written notice of relocation shall
contain statements affirming the following:



(a) the parent-time provisions in Subsection (5) or a schedule approved by both parties will be
followed; and

(b) neither parent will interfere with the other's parental rights pursuant to court ordered
parent-time arrangements, or the schedule approved by both parties.

(2) The court may, upon motion of any party or upon the court's own motion, schedule a hearing
with notice to review the notice of relocation and parent-time schedule as provided in Section 30-3-
35 and make appropriate orders regarding the parent-time and costs for parent-time transportation.

(3) In determining the parent-time schedule and allocating the transportation costs, the court
shall consider:

(a) the reason for the parent's relocation;

(b) the additional costs or difficulty to both parents in exercising parent-time;
(c) the economic resources of both parents; and

(d) other factors the court considers necessary and relevant.

(4) Upon the motion of any party, the court may order the parent intending to move to pay the
costs of transportation for:

(a) at least one visit per year with the other parent; and
(b) any number of additional visits as determined equitable by the court.

(5) Unless otherwise ordered by the court, upon the relocation of one of the parties the following
schedule shall be the minimum requirements for parent-time with a school-age child:

(a) in years ending in an odd number, the child shall spend the following holidays with the
noncustodial parent:

(1) Thanksgiving holiday beginning Wednesday until Sunday; and

(i1) the fall school break, if applicable, beginning the last day of school before the holiday
until the day before school resumes;

(b) in years ending in an even number, the child shall spend the following holidays with the
noncustodial parent:

(1) the entire winter school break period; and

(i1) Spring break beginning the last day of school before the holiday until the day before
school resumes; and

(c) extended parent-time equal to 1/2 of the summer or off-track time for consecutive weeks.
The week before school begins may not be counted as part of the summer period.

(6) Upon the motion of any party, the court may order uninterrupted parent-time with the
noncustodial parent for a minimum of 30 days during extended parent-time, unless the court finds it
is not in the best interests of the child. If the court orders uninterrupted parent-time during a period
not covered by this section, it shall specify in its order which parent is responsible for the child's
travel expenses.

(7) Unless otherwise ordered by the court the relocating party shall be responsible for all the
child's travel expenses relating to Subsections (5)(a) and (b) and 1/2 of the child's travel expenses



relating to Subsection (5)(c), provided the noncustodial party is current on all support obligations. If
the noncustodial party has been found in contempt for not being current on all support obligations,
he shall be responsible for all of the child's travel expenses under Subsection (5), unless the court
rules otherwise. Reimbursement by either responsible party to the other for the child's travel
expenses shall be made within 30 days of receipt of documents detailing those expenses.

(8) The court may apply this provision to any preexisting decree of divorce.
(9) Any action under this section may be set for an expedited hearing.

(10) A parent who fails to comply with the notice of relocation in Subsection (1) shall be in
contempt of the court's order.



